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Rosie Williams
Over the last decade I researched, designed & built multiple research projects using open data for
the purposes of political transparency. I also engaged media, policy makers and the general public
with these projects through newspaper & radio interviews, live presentations and social media
events and crowdfunded my own income. I am now writing a book about working with
government data to document the expertise that I developed during this decade so that policy
advocates, researchers, media and the general public may share in it.

Experience

My very first project, BudgetAus ran off the first ever complete line item dataset of the
federal budget which I created myself & which inspired the government to use my schema
when they began publishing the same dataset in 2014. My current domain was launched
at the Linux Australia Conference in 2018 and has hosted projects using spending &
revenue, charities, donations, tenders, grants, pecuniary interests & corporate tax
transparency datasets

My current domain was launched at the Linux Australia Conference in 2018 and has
hosted projects using spending & revenue, charities, donations, tenders, grants, pecuniary
interests & corporate tax transparency datasets. 

I have been published by or referenced/interviewed & at times worked with media
including those listed below. My writing provides expert commentary across a wide range
of issues including ethics and human rights in the use of data, privacy, income inequality,
housing and welfare policy. 

I was also on the policy team for Electronic Frontiers Australia attending Australia’s
inaugural E-safety conference. I was instrumental in setting up the Online Safety Working
Group & Data Ethics Working Group & recruiting other members to the policy team. I also
represented the EFA at the policy drafting event for the Enhancing Online Safety (Non-
consensual Sharing of Intimate Images) Bill 2017.

I have engaged with the media extensively over the past decade from the launch of
BudgetAus on the front page of the digital version of the SMH on budget day 2013 to
being included in a list of projects on the Guardian Australia site & referenced in various
media from radio with Mark Colvin. I have also engaged extensively with government in
policy consultations across a diverse range of issues including Australia’s National Plans
for Open Government & various Parliamentary Inquiries. My submissions have been
referenced in the Final Reports for these Inquiries. My research has even been mentioned
by name (along with others) on the floor of Parliament as a reason to hold a Parliamentary
Inquiry.
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Testimonials
Bill McLennon

FORMER HEAD, AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS, FORMER CHAIRMAN
UNITED NATIONS STATISTICAL COMMISSION

I was impressed by the Censusfail submission to this (Inquiry) Committee. It very clearly
showed some good analysis that would have helped the ABS to run a better Census if it
had done such research before developing the Census proposal. It also saved me from
explaining the current thrust in government with the Government Data Linkage Project,
& its likely links to the Census.
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https://michaelwest.com.au/a-matter-of-discretion-politicians-make-their-own-rules-on-funding/
https://www.smh.com.au/national/unlock-the-budget-say-data-activists-20130514-2jiwl.html
https://www.innovationaus.com/govt-is-coming-for-your-data/
https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/2019/07/18/australias-richest-charities/
https://independentaustralia.net/profile-on/rosie-williams,180
https://ideashoist.com.au/rosie-williams-founder-of-openaus/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/pm/rspca-and-bankstown-council-among-61-agencies/7105940
https://internationalbudget.org/unlocking-budget-data-in-australia-the-budgetaus-collaboration/
https://www.onlineopinion.com.au/author.asp?id=5697
https://www.smh.com.au/national/unlock-the-budget-say-data-activists-20130514-2jiwl.html
https://internationalbudget.org/unlocking-budget-data-in-australia-the-budgetaus-collaboration/
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/pm/rspca-and-bankstown-council-among-61-agencies/7105940
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZRYyr2YP8SGN2WeBfHZZ2V6a9xxyfVIr4ULpPqeDEhA/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I've worked with Rosie Williams on budget data transparency since
November 2013. Rosie has developed her project into the best
government data transparency initiative I know... continually updated
& improved to make underlying data intelligible & to focus on key
aspects for analysis. My interest has particularly been on the
transparency of federal budget data.

Garry Brooke
FORMER DIRECTOR, APPROPRIATIONS MANAGEMENT TEAM,
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

Hobbies & Other Skills

Rosie grew up in brass bands and was the state trumpet champion in the 14 &
Under section in the mid 80's, learning privately from Dick Montz of the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music for a brief period.

Rosie returned to music during lockdowns and is now a composer of neo-
classical, jazz & fusion music. Search for Rosie Williams on your streaming
platform.
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During the 1990's I provided information & support to parents of gifted children in
advocating for their children. I was also a volunteer explainer at the Wollongong Science
Centre and Planetarium in the early naughties.

Volunteering

Selected Submissions

Inquiry into the 2016 Census 

I designed and ran a survey for the users of the #CensusFail hashtag to provide
insight to policymakers regarding the concerns around the use of names and
addresses provided with the census forms for the purposes of tracking
individuals across all other government datasets from cradle to grave. I also
provided a detailed account of the evolution of this issue over the decades as
successive governments sought to de-anonymise census statistics.This
submission was referenced in the Final Report from the Inquiry.

Inquiry into the criminalisation of re-identifying open data
When academics discovered that individuals who's data was included (without
their consent or knowledge) in the 'open' dataset of Medicare histories spanning
30 years of 1 in 10 Australians, the government introduced a Bill to criminalise
this research.  The Bill was sent to a Senate Standing Committee for public
consultation. My submission was referenced in the Final Report.

https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=17f6dcd5-fb7b-4661-bff3-229bf28c6d0a&subId=414071
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/2016Census/~/media/Committees/economics_ctte/2016Census/report.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=17f6dcd5-fb7b-4661-bff3-229bf28c6d0a&subId=414071
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Legal_and_Constitutional_Affairs/PrivacyReidentification/~/media/Committees/legcon_ctte/PrivacyReidentification/report.pdf

